Managing Our Books
Our inventory is located at:
1310 N. Riverside Drive
McHenry, IL 60050
• Currently we offer gently used and new books from newborn
to eighth grade.
• Our volunteers identify and level the books according to age group
and reading level.
• Volunteers will make sure the books are cleaned, free of any marks or
damage and then placed within Your Children’s Bookshelf Library.
• Many of our volunteers have various backgrounds including elementary
education degrees are former classroom teachers or are ESL certified.

“To a Child that has hardly anything,
a book is EVERYTHING.”
— Sue H.

ONE
Unlimited Possibilities.

Please support our mission by volunteering your time, donating or
donating books to help support our many programs.
Give on our website at
www.yourchildrensbookshelf.org

Book
Child
Connection

Our Vision and Mission

Your Children’s Bookshelf is a 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to providing FREE children’s books to
families and children; encouraging the love of reading, fostering literacy and education.

Our Inspiration
Your Children’s Bookshelf was
sparked and inspired by
published children’s author
Mary Jane Miller.
Mary Jane’s life encompassed the love of reading,
writing and family. Mary Jane had an incredible
connection to children and caregivers which is
woven through her stories and her family.

Collaboration with
Our Program Partners

Children’s Group Homes
Foster Family Centers
Social Service Agencies
Transitional Housing
Education Initiatives
Early Childhood Programs

YCB Receives Our Books Through
Friends and Family
Local Sales
Book Drives
Donations
Developing Relationships with Publishers

Program 1:
Our Books to You

Program 2:
YCB Podcast Storytime

Our Books to You program was developed as an opportunity to continue
our mission of providing FREE new and gently used books to disadvantaged
families and children during these trying times. Each Tote is filled with six
age-appropriate books. To date we have supplied over 1,600 books through
“Our Books to You.”

Storytime presented by Your Children’s
Bookshelf is an online Podcast reading
Children’s Books in English and Spanish.

This multi-use program allows our Programs Partners to utilize Our Books to
You for any occasion — Back 2 School, Holiday Programs, Summer Programs,
at-home-reading and other events.
“In middle-income neighborhoods the ratio of books 		
per child is 13 to 1, in disadvantaged neighborhoods,
the ratio is 1 age-appropriate book for every 300 children.
This income-based book gap puts these children at a 		
severe disadvantage for school success.”
(Neuman, Susan B. and David K. Dickinson, ed.
Handbook of Early Literacy Research, Volume 2.
New York, NY: 2006, p. 31)

Since our April launch of this year over
2,800 downloads.
Listen to classic’s like — Dr. Dolittle,
Peter Pan and Beatirx Potter books.
Also enjoy todays books —
Lela the Littlest Search Dog, Inglebert Ed
and When the Dinosaurs Stayed at Home.
Listen at:
www.YourChildrensBookshelf.org/podcasts
or your favorite Podcast Provider.

“There are many little ways to enlarge
your child’s world. Love of books is the
best of all.”
— Jacqueline Kennedy

Program 3:
Book Certificates

Program 4:
YCB Book Fairs

Your Children’s Bookshelf provides certificates for
FREE new and gently used children’s books through
our Program Partners.

The “YCB” team hosts book fairs for children and
families in collaboration with our Program Partners.

The children/families fill out the certificate indicating
age/grade and interests. The certificates are then sent
to YCB. The request is filled, and the
books are provided back to the
Program Partner.

The New and Gently Used books range from
newborn to eighth grade reading levels. Families
and children choose up to 6 complimentary books.
Since 2018, YCB has provided 3,205 books to
children through Book Fairs.

We have provided over 1,278 books
to 456 children through this
program to date.
“The Joy of seeing a child select a book that
sparks them is indescribable.”
— Karen

